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Ministry of Attorney General 
Financial Assistance for 
Families of Homicide Victims 
18 King Street East, 7th Floor 
Toronto ON  M5C 1C4

Application for Financial Assistance 
for Families of Homicide Victims 
Guide

Before You Begin

This guide will help you determine whether you may be eligible for assistance from the Financial Assistance 
for Families of Homicide Victims (FAFHV) program, and if so, help you complete an application. If you have 
any questions, contact us at:

Toll free 1-855-467-4344 
In the Greater Toronto Area 416-212-9164

Please read this entire guide before beginning your application.

Who Can Apply To This Program

You may be eligible for FAFHV assistance if: 

• The homicide occurred on or after January 1, 2019.
• “Homicide” includes first and second degree murder and manslaughter but does not include deaths 

caused by vehicle collisions, except for assault by motor vehicle.
• Please note that the deadline for homicides that occurred from 2006 to 2018 has passed. You may, 

however, still be eligible to apply. For more information, please contact the Financial Assistance for 
Families of Homicide Victims (FAFHV) program.

• You were the homicide victim's parent or spouse at the time of death.
• The homicide occurred in Ontario.
• You did not receive an award of $10,000 or more as compensation for pain and suffering from the 

Criminal Injuries Compensation Board (CICB) pain and suffering related to this homicide. 
Note: You may be required to apply to the CICB for assistance as part of the FAFHV application 

process. Please see “Section 1: Information About The Applicant” for more information.
• The victim did not contribute to their death through criminal activity or other behaviour that could 

reasonably have been expected to lead to the homicide.
• You do not have a conviction or any pending charges against you related to the homicide, and you were 

not found to have contributed to the homicide.
• You applied to the FAFHV program by September 30, 2019.

If you are applying as a parent, you must be:

1. A birth parent, unless the victim was adopted, or
2. An adoptive parent, or a person caring for the child under an Indigenous customary arrangement, or a 

birth parent who is also a spouse of an adoptive parent.

If you are applying as a spouse, then at the time of homicide you must have been:

1. Married to the homicide victim, or
2. In a common law relationship with the homicide victim, which means living together for a period of at least 

three years, or
3. Living with the homicide victim for less than three years and had a biological child or adopted a child 

together.
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The Application Process

If you believe you meet all the criteria above, you may complete the application form.

Important Notes About The Application Process
• When completing the form, please provide as much information as possible to support your claim. You 

must also provide documents to show proof of your relationship to the victim, proof of Ontario residence, 
and any other documents that are specific to your claim. For examples of supporting documents, please 
view Examples of Acceptable Supporting Documents. 

• Please ensure that you provide a current telephone number and mailing address. If we are unable to 
contact you, your application may be delayed. If your contact information changes, please notify us 
immediately.

• Send the original application form (online completion or hand printed in ink) by mail to the address shown 
on the form, along with copies of all supporting documents. 
Note: These documents will not be returned to you, so please keep a copy of your application 

and all documents you submit. Unless otherwise stated, we will accept photocopies of 
documents such as birth certificates, marriage certificates, adoption papers, and property 
assessment notices.

When we receive your application form, we will assign it a file number. We will inform you of that file number, 
and you should write it on any further correspondence with us.

Completing The Application Form

To make it easier to move between the guide and the form, the headings in this guide match the headings on 
the application. For example, “Section 1: “Information about the applicant” below is the same as the heading 
for the first section of the form.

Section 1: Information About The Application

There is space for up to three applicants to complete this form. If you are the only applicant, please complete 
as Applicant 1 only. 

Please attach copies of any documents showing proof of your address and relationship to the victim. For 
examples of acceptable documents, please see “Financial Assistance for Families of Homicide Victims 
Program – Examples of Acceptable Supporting Documents.” Please note that your documents will not be 
returned, so please provide copies, rather than originals. 

If your contact information changes, please notify us immediately. 

Criminal Injuries Compensation Board (CICB) Funding

Please indicate in the space provided whether or not you applied to the CICB for funding relating to this 
homicide.

• If you did apply to the CICB, please provide your file number. If you received an award, please provide 
the amount of the award. If the CICB made an award for pain and suffering for less than $10,000, the 
amount of the award will be deducted from the amount available from the FAFHV program. If the amount 
awarded was more than $10,000, no additional financial assistance will be available.

• If you did not apply to the CICB, then you must complete Impact of the Homicide. Program staff will let 
you know whether you will have to apply to the CICB, but in most cases it may not be necessary.

Please note that the CICB may provide additional benefits to families which are not available under this 
program. For information about filing a claim with the CICB:

Visit CICB website www.sjto.gov.on.ca/cicb
Toll free 1-800-372-7463 
In the Greater Toronto Area 416-326-2900

http://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/ovss/financial_assistance_for_families_of_homicide_victims/examples.php
http://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/ovss/financial_assistance_for_families_of_homicide_victims/examples.php
www.sjto.gov.on.ca/cicb
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Section 2: Information About The Homicide Victim

To process your application, we must be able to confirm that a homicide occurred. That is why it is essential 
that you provide as much information as possible to help us identify the victim. 

Please note that to be eligible for financial assistance, the crime must have occurred in Ontario on or after 
January 1, 2019. Please provide the name of the investigating police service, if you know it.  

You must also tell us if the victim’s behaviour contributed to their death. A victim may contribute to their death 
through participating in criminal activity or acting in a way that could reasonably have been expected to lead to 
the homicide. This is known typically as “contributory behaviour.” For example, the program may not pay 
financial assistance if the victim was committing or threatening violence towards another person at the time of 
the homicide.

Section 3: Other Parent or Spouse/Common-law Partner of the Homicide Victim Who Be Eligible to 
Apply

In most cases, up to three people — two parents and one spouse — may receive financial assistance related 
to one homicide. If all three are not making this application together, please use this section to provide 
information about other family members (e.g., the other parent or spouse) of the homicide victim who may 
separately decide to apply for financial assistance. 

If no one else is eligible to apply, please explain why this is the case, e.g., a parent is deceased, the spouse 
lives outside Ontario. This information will help us determine the amount of financial assistance available for 
each eligible applicant. 

Section 4: Agreement to Release Personal Information

There are times when your personal information must be obtained or shared so that decisions about the 
application can be made. Any information asked for, and received, is governed by the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act and Statutory Powers Procedure Act. 

Each applicant must sign and date this section. 

Section 5: Declaration

You must affirm that the information provided is true to the best of your knowledge. Please be aware that the 
provision of false, incomplete or misleading information will impact the processing of your application. 

Each applicant must sign and date this section. 

Section 6: Checklist

To help ensure that your application is complete, please carefully review the checklist provided in 
Section 6. Please call program staff with any questions about your application. 

If you have any questions, please call us at: 

Toll free 1-855 467-4344 
In the Greater Toronto Area 416-212-9164

What Happens Next

Once the application is received by Ontario Victim Services, you will be sent a written acknowledgement. You 
may be asked to provide additional information to support your application.

Ministry staff may also contact the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board (CICB) to obtain further information 
about the homicide.

Based on the information available, Ontario Victim Services will determine if you and any co-applicants are 
eligible for financial assistance, and if so, the amount of that financial assistance.
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If the victim’s spouse and parent(s) submit their applications on one form and are all eligible for assistance, 
financial assistance may be paid in full once the process is completed.

If, however, other potentially eligible applicants have not yet applied, then payments will not be made until the 
application period has ended (September 30, 2019).

In most cases, if there is more than one eligible applicant per homicide, the financial assistance of $10,000 
would be equally divided. For example, if there are two eligible applicants, each would receive $5,000. If there 
are three eligible applicants, each would receive $3,333.33.

Awards

We will inform you in writing if you are awarding financial assistance.

Denials

If your application for financial assistance is denied, you will be provided with reasons for the denial in writing.

Review of Decisions

If you do not agree with the decision in your case, you can request a review of a decision in writing and return 
it within 30 days of the date of the decision. You must provide details of the reason for your request for review. 
You will then be advised of the results of your request in writing within approximately 30 days. All decisions 
about a request for review are final. 

Further Information
If you have any additional questions, call us at:

Toll free 1-855-467-4344 
In the Greater Toronto Area 416-212-9164
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Before You Begin
This guide will help you determine whether you may be eligible for assistance from the Financial Assistance for Families of Homicide Victims (FAFHV) program, and if so, help you complete an application. If you have any questions, contact us at:
Toll free         1-855-467-4344 
In the Greater Toronto Area         416-212-9164
Please read this entire guide before beginning your application.
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Who Can Apply To This Program
You may be eligible for FAFHV assistance if: 
•         The homicide occurred on or after January 1, 2019.
•         “Homicide” includes first and second degree murder and manslaughter but does not include deaths caused by vehicle collisions, except for assault by motor vehicle.
•         Please note that the deadline for homicides that occurred from 2006 to 2018 has passed. You may, however, still be eligible to apply. For more information, please contact the Financial Assistance for Families of Homicide Victims (FAFHV) program.
•         You were the homicide victim's parent or spouse at the time of death.
•         The homicide occurred in Ontario.
•         You did not receive an award of $10,000 or more as compensation for pain and suffering from the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board (CICB) pain and suffering related to this homicide. 
Note:         You may be required to apply to the CICB for assistance as part of the FAFHV application process. Please see “Section 1: Information About The Applicant” for more information.
•         The victim did not contribute to their death through criminal activity or other behaviour that could reasonably have been expected to lead to the homicide.
•         You do not have a conviction or any pending charges against you related to the homicide, and you were not found to have contributed to the homicide.
•         You applied to the FAFHV program by September 30, 2019.
If you are applying as a parent, you must be:
1.         A birth parent, unless the victim was adopted, or
2.         An adoptive parent, or a person caring for the child under an Indigenous customary arrangement, or a birth parent who is also a spouse of an adoptive parent.
If you are applying as a spouse, then at the time of homicide you must have been:
1.         Married to the homicide victim, or
2.         In a common law relationship with the homicide victim, which means living together for a period of at least three years, or
3.         Living with the homicide victim for less than three years and had a biological child or adopted a child together.
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The Application Process
If you believe you meet all the criteria above, you may complete the application form.
Important Notes About The Application Process
•         When completing the form, please provide as much information as possible to support your claim. You must also provide documents to show proof of your relationship to the victim, proof of Ontario residence, and any other documents that are specific to your claim. For examples of supporting documents, please view Examples of Acceptable Supporting Documents. 
•         Please ensure that you provide a current telephone number and mailing address. If we are unable to contact you, your application may be delayed. If your contact information changes, please notify us immediately.
•         Send the original application form (online completion or hand printed in ink) by mail to the address shown on the form, along with copies of all supporting documents. 
Note:         These documents will not be returned to you, so please keep a copy of your application and all documents you submit. Unless otherwise stated, we will accept photocopies of documents such as birth certificates, marriage certificates, adoption papers, and property assessment notices.
When we receive your application form, we will assign it a file number. We will inform you of that file number, and you should write it on any further correspondence with us.
Completing the Application Form
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Completing The Application Form
To make it easier to move between the guide and the form, the headings in this guide match the headings on the application. For example, “Section 1: “Information about the applicant” below is the same as the heading for the first section of the form.
Section 1: Information About The Application
There is space for up to three applicants to complete this form. If you are the only applicant, please complete as Applicant 1 only.
Please attach copies of any documents showing proof of your address and relationship to the victim. For examples of acceptable documents, please see “Financial Assistance for Families of Homicide Victims Program – Examples of Acceptable Supporting Documents.” Please note that your documents will not be returned, so please provide copies, rather than originals.
If your contact information changes, please notify us immediately. 
Criminal Injuries Compensation Board (CICB) Funding
Please indicate in the space provided whether or not you applied to the CICB for funding relating to this homicide.
•         If you did apply to the CICB, please provide your file number. If you received an award, please provide the amount of the award. If the CICB made an award for pain and suffering for less than $10,000, the amount of the award will be deducted from the amount available from the FAFHV program. If the amount awarded was more than $10,000, no additional financial assistance will be available.
•         If you did not apply to the CICB, then you must complete Impact of the Homicide. Program staff will let you know whether you will have to apply to the CICB, but in most cases it may not be necessary.
Please note that the CICB may provide additional benefits to families which are not available under this program. For information about filing a claim with the CICB:
Visit CICB website         www.sjto.gov.on.ca/cicb
Toll free         1-800-372-7463 
In the Greater Toronto Area         416-326-2900
Section 2: Information About The Homicide Victim
To process your application, we must be able to confirm that a homicide occurred. That is why it is essential that you provide as much information as possible to help us identify the victim.
Please note that to be eligible for financial assistance, the crime must have occurred in Ontario on or after January 1, 2019. Please provide the name of the investigating police service, if you know it. 
You must also tell us if the victim’s behaviour contributed to their death. A victim may contribute to their death through participating in criminal activity or acting in a way that could reasonably have been expected to lead to the homicide. This is known typically as “contributory behaviour.” For example, the program may not pay financial assistance if the victim was committing or threatening violence towards another person at the time of the homicide.
Section 3: Other Parent or Spouse/Common-law Partner of the Homicide Victim Who Be Eligible to Apply
In most cases, up to three people — two parents and one spouse — may receive financial assistance related to one homicide. If all three are not making this application together, please use this section to provide information about other family members (e.g., the other parent or spouse) of the homicide victim who may separately decide to apply for financial assistance.
If no one else is eligible to apply, please explain why this is the case, e.g., a parent is deceased, the spouse lives outside Ontario. This information will help us determine the amount of financial assistance available for each eligible applicant. 
Section 4: Agreement to Release Personal Information
There are times when your personal information must be obtained or shared so that decisions about the application can be made. Any information asked for, and received, is governed by the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and Statutory Powers Procedure Act.
Each applicant must sign and date this section. 
Section 5: Declaration
You must affirm that the information provided is true to the best of your knowledge. Please be aware that the provision of false, incomplete or misleading information will impact the processing of your application.
Each applicant must sign and date this section. 
Section 6: Checklist
To help ensure that your application is complete, please carefully review the checklist provided inSection 6. Please call program staff with any questions about your application.
If you have any questions, please call us at: 
Toll free         1-855 467-4344 
In the Greater Toronto Area         416-212-9164
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What Happens Next
Once the application is received by Ontario Victim Services, you will be sent a written acknowledgement. You may be asked to provide additional information to support your application.
Ministry staff may also contact the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board (CICB) to obtain further information about the homicide.
Based on the information available, Ontario Victim Services will determine if you and any co-applicants are eligible for financial assistance, and if so, the amount of that financial assistance.
If the victim’s spouse and parent(s) submit their applications on one form and are all eligible for assistance, financial assistance may be paid in full once the process is completed.
If, however, other potentially eligible applicants have not yet applied, then payments will not be made until the application period has ended (September 30, 2019).
In most cases, if there is more than one eligible applicant per homicide, the financial assistance of $10,000 would be equally divided. For example, if there are two eligible applicants, each would receive $5,000. If there are three eligible applicants, each would receive $3,333.33.
Awards
We will inform you in writing if you are awarding financial assistance.
Denials
If your application for financial assistance is denied, you will be provided with reasons for the denial in writing.
Review of Decisions
If you do not agree with the decision in your case, you can request a review of a decision in writing and return it within 30 days of the date of the decision. You must provide details of the reason for your request for review. You will then be advised of the results of your request in writing within approximately 30 days. All decisions about a request for review are final. 
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Further Information
If you have any additional questions, call us at:
Toll free         1-855-467-4344 
In the Greater Toronto Area         416-212-9164
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