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Introduction
Thank you for your interest in the Social Enterprise Demonstration Fund (the “SEDF”).
The SEDF will support the development of financially sustainable and scalable social enterprises by addressing key challenges faced by social enterprises, including access to capital. The program is a key initiative of Ontario’s Social Enterprise Strategy 2016 – 2021. The Ministry of Economic Development and Growth (“the Ministry”) is launching third, $5.6 million SEDF call for proposals. This latest round of the SEDF builds upon previous rounds launched in 2014 and 2016.
The purpose of the SEDF Program Guidelines and Call for Proposals (the “Guidelines”) is to provide interested parties with information on the background of the SEDF, eligibility requirements, program criteria, the application process, and other considerations required to develop a Proposal.   Applicants are asked to review the information in the Guidelines carefully prior to submitting an application in accordance with the instructions outlined in the Call for Proposals section.
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Social Enterprise Overview
Social enterprises use business strategies to achieve a social or environmental mission. While generating revenues from the sale of goods and services, they also expressly intend to create a positive impact and they measure their results. As their business grows, the social impact grows. 
Social enterprises may take the form of enterprising not-for-profit organizations, social-purpose co-operatives, or for-profit corporations with a social mission.  The Ministry identifies the following core principles as being the defining characteristics of social enterprises: 
•         The organization derives a substantial portion of its income from the sale of goods and services.
•         The organization intends to create a social or environmental impact through its business activities.          The impact is not an unintended by-product of business operations.
•         The organization measures and reports on its social/environmental impact.
•         The organization has a blended business model, with social impact as a defining element of its business model. The social/environmental impact of the social enterprise grows in lockstep with its business growth.
Ontario’s Social Enterprise Strategy 2016-2021
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Ontario’s Social Enterprise Strategy 2016-2021
Across the province, social enterprises are reducing poverty, protecting the environment, and building stronger communities — all while creating jobs, growing revenues and attracting investment capital.  Ontario is home to approximately 10,000 social enterprises, businesses that are building solutions in the fields of inclusive employment, education, health, and environmental sustainability. Ontario is committed to supporting a thriving marketplace of sustainable and scalable social enterprises that drive economic development while creating social and environmental impact. The renewed social enterprise strategy will accelerate the growth of this vital sector, positioning Ontario as a global leader in social enterprise and social finance by 2021. The renewed strategy makes significant commitments in three key areas:
1.         Equipping social enterprises with solid business fundamentals – Building a strong foundation to serve the communities of today and tomorrow.
2.         Connecting social enterprises to markets and capital to grow and scale – Unlocking new markets and capital to help maximize their potential.
3.         Demonstrating the value of social enterprise and social finance – Promoting their potential to investors, government, and communities.
SEDF Overview and Funding Streams
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SEDF Overview and Funding Streams
Context:
Ontario’s Social Enterprise Strategy 2016 – 2021 introduces a range of new supports to help social enterprises establish and grow their businesses, access capital and markets, and demonstrate their value.  The introduction of these initiatives will result in a variety of targeted supports for social enterprises depending on their needs and stage of development.  
For example, the Business Fundamentals pillar of the Social Enterprise Strategy introduces the Ontario Network of Entrepreneurs (ONE) Social Enterprise Partnerships, a new funding program that will help social enterprises access an optimal mix of mainstream business supports and tailored social enterprise supports through the ONE, Ontario’s network of innovation and entrepreneurship supports.
SEDF has been structured to provide social enterprises with a range of specialized and value-added supports not available through other initiatives.
Funding Streams and Projects
The new round of SEDF will be provided through three targeted funding streams. The Ministry is seeking proposals from Ontario-based, non-profit organizations for projects that will meet the objectives of one of the funding streams. It is up to the applicant organization to design a project that will best meet the objectives of the chosen stream. The Ministry is seeking to fund projects in all three streams; however, there is no specific proportion of funding allocated for each stream. Applicants may only apply to one funding stream per application, but may submit more than one application if they wish to apply to more than one funding stream.  The SEDF funding streams are: 
1.         Financial Sustainability Stream. The Financial Sustainability Stream provides support for projects that, through a combination of activities and flow-through funding, enable Ontario social enterprises to achieve financial sustainability. This stream has an emphasis on not-for-profit social enterprises and social enterprises that reduce inequities among under-serviced and marginalized populations.  Projects under this stream will:
•         Undertake activities and provide capital to help social enterprises reach a state in which revenues generated from sales of goods and services allow for the enterprise to operate in a financially sustainable manner going forward; and
•         Provide flow-through capital to social enterprises primarily in the form of grants.
Projects under this stream are encouraged, but not required, to:
•         Identify and address gaps in support for social enterprises that meet the needs of diverse populations across the province of Ontario, including serving the needs of youth, women,Indigenous peoples, Francophones, immigrants, ethno/cultural and religious backgrounds, LGBTT2SIQQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, transsexual, 2-spirited, intersex, queer and questioning), those with disabilities, people in rural/remote areas and people living in poverty.
2.         Scale-up Stream. The Scale-Up Stream provides funding for projects that, through a combination of activities and flow-through funding, enable Ontario social enterprises to scale up. Projects under this stream will:
•         Focus on customer acquisition, accessing new markets, talent development, and/or investment readiness; and
•         Provide flow-through capital to social enterprises through a mix of grants, loans, equity investments and other financial tools based on the applicant’s assessment of the form of capital most appropriate for the social enterprise.
3.         Social Finance Stream. The Social Finance Stream provides funding for projects that encourage and enable the flow of new investment capital to Ontario's social enterprises. Projects under this stream will:
•         Increase investor capacity and leverage new sources of capital to support Ontario’s social enterprises;
•         Increase investment capital available to Ontario's social enterprises through viable social finance models;
•         Focus on engagement of everyday investors, angel investors, charitable foundations, institutional investors and/or other sources of private capital; and
•         Provide flow-through capital to social enterprises primarily through loans, equity investments, and other innovative financial tools.
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Eligible Applicants
All eligible applicants must meet the following criteria:
•         All applicants are required to demonstrate leveraged funds on a minimum 1:1 basis in their Proposals. Further information regarding what constitutes leveraged funding can be found in the                   “Funding and Use of Funds” section of the Guidelines.
•         Only organizations that are incorporated federally or provincially as a not-for-profit corporation can apply for funding. Organizations may form consortia and apply together, and organizations that are not incorporated as a not-for-profit may be part of a collaborative or consortium that includes at least one eligible member. The eligible member would act as the lead applicant and would accept any legal and financial responsibility for an approved grant. Organizations that are incorporated as a not-for-profit can include, but are not limited to:
•         Not-for-profit corporations;
•         Co-operatives;
•         Municipal development corporations; or
•         Aboriginal organizations that are a legal entity.
•         All project proposals must have a mechanism for flowing capital to social enterprises.
•         All project proposals must address the objectives outlined in one of the three funding streams.
•         All applicants must operate in compliance with all applicable laws.
Current SEDF recipients may also apply for this round of SEDF. The Ministry will not consider applications for funding from the following organizations or for the following reasons:
1.         Individuals or profit-based organizations;
2.         Organizations seeking deficit or emergency funding;
3.         Organizations headquartered outside of Ontario; and
4.         Organizations seeking funding for activities not focused on social enterprises.
Funding and Use of Funds
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Funding and Use of Funds
A total of $5.6 million is available for SEDF projects. Initiatives are not to exceed two years in length, with a maximum grant amount of $1 million, or $500,000 annually, per proposal. Individual project budgets will vary depending upon the type of project proposed.  Applicants must seek and confirm leveraged funds for project implementation at a minimum of 50 percent of the total eligible project cost, as per the following details: 
•         Leveraged funds must be in the form of cash, cash instruments, or in-kind contributions.  In-kind contributions to the project (e.g. goods and services) may be treated as leveraged funds for the purpose of matching, at the Ministry’s discretion. The province reserves the right to prioritize leveraged capital over leveraged in-kind support in the evaluation process.
•         Funding from the applicant organization’s own operating or capital budget cannot be counted as leveraged funds.
•         Other government funding will not be counted as leveraged funds. Other government funding would include municipal, provincial, federal and broader public sector programs.
Eligible Expenditures
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Eligible Expenditures
Expenditures that are reasonable and necessary for the successful implementation of the SEDF project will be eligible for reimbursement, subject to the parameters below. Expenditures must be incurred in accordance with an approved budget, supported by acceptable documentation, and comply with all relevant legislation and directives pursuant to a Transfer Payment Agreement with the Province. Expenditures must not relate to existing or planned activities delivered with Ministry or other funding. Eligible expenditures under SEDF include:
•         Salaries and benefits of project delivery staff;
•         Costs for hiring new staff dedicated to the project;
•         Expenses related to project administration, up to the maximum amount of 20 percent of the total project budget;
•         Office lease and maintenance expenses;
•         Office supplies and services;
•         Office equipment and software;
•         Financial and professional services required for the delivery of the project, including audit expenses, if any, incurred in the preparation of the financial statements required under the Transfer Payment Agreement;
•         Staff training costs;
•         Targeted training, mentorship and direct business support costs required for the delivery of the project;
•         Flow-through funding from the applicant to social enterprises, consistent with the applicant’s approved model for identifying social enterprises and providing flow-through capital;
•         Telecommunications/courier charges (e.g., telephone, Internet, mail and courier);
•         Production costs for resource development such as  graphic design, printing, translation into other languages, alternative formats;
•         Marketing and outreach such as costs related to project promotion, holding meetings, networking or outreach events directly related to the project;
•         Insurance;
•         Expenses associated with outreach to social enterprises, events and training sessions directly related to project activities; and
•         Travel within the Province of Ontario incurred and reimbursed in accordance with the Government of Ontario’s Travel, Meal and Hospitality Expenses Directive.
Successful applicants must maintain documentation/receipts for all expenditures. The Ministry reserves the right and may request to see documentation at its discretion or for audit purposes.  In the event of any interpretation issues regarding expenditures or valuations, the decision of Ontario is final and determinative. Ineligible expenses under SEDF include:
•         Costs not directly associated with meeting the deliverables and milestones as specified in the Transfer Payment Agreement;
•         Costs related to proposal development (including staff costs);
•         Capital costs (e.g. land, building, vehicles, leasehold improvements);
•         Entertainment expenses, gifts and alcoholic beverages;
•         Expenses associated with lobbying or government relations activities;
•         Costs associated with activities or operations performed outside of Ontario, unless the project obtains prior approval from the Ministry in writing for any proposed out-of-province expenditures;
•         Reimbursement for airfare purchased with personal frequent flyer points programs;
•         Fines and penalties;
•         Donations in the form of goodwill and other intangibles;
•         Opportunity costs;
•         Standard discounts;
•         Interest charges;
•         Losses on other projects or contracts;
•         Any costs, including taxes, for which the recipient has received, will receive or is eligible to receive a rebate, credit or refund;
•         Annual general meetings, budget deficits, membership fees, fundraising activities, committee and political meetings, or religious activities;
•         Costs covered by other funding;
•         Contingency or unexplained miscellaneous costs;
•         Portion of harmonized sales tax (HST) costs that are refundable; and
•         Activities that could be deemed discriminatory, as defined by the Ontario Human Rights Code.
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In-Kind Contributions
In-kind contributions are the total cash value of donated goods, commodities, or services such as volunteer hours, marketing services, equipment and/or office space provided to the organization at no cost. In-kind contributions must be listed as part of the project's overall budget (expenditures and revenues). Applicants must be able, if asked, to verify the value of donated goods and services. The contributions must be valued at the lesser of demonstrated fair market value or actual cost to the donor. Ontario reserves the right to determine the eligibility or non-eligibility of any proposed in-kind contributions. The province reserves the right to prioritize leveraged capital over leveraged in-kind support in the evaluation process. Eligible in-kind contributions include the following:
•         Time donated by various relevant partners in the development and/or delivery of the project or for consulting and professional services required for the project. This must be valued at the individual’s actual salary for the time spent on the project, and not any other value;
•         Donation of applicant’s premises to deliver the project on a pro-rated basis;
•         Donations of travel services, e.g., vehicles, airfare; and
•         Donation of space at a location other than the applicant’s premises necessary for the applicant or another participant to conduct the project.
 The following will not be considered as “in-kind” contributions:
•         Donations in the form of knowledge, goodwill and other such intangibles;
•         Guest speakers that would normally not be paid for services;
•         Costs for roles that would traditionally be filled by volunteers;
•         All remunerations and fees paid to the Board of Directors;
•         Opportunity costs;
•         Standard discounts;
•         Interest charges;
•         Any items or services not directly related to the project; and
•         Discounts greater than or above regularly discounted prices.
Accountability
0,0,0
normal
runScript
xfa.form.form1.variables.oUtility.goBookMark(xfa.form.form1.page1.body.DemFundGuidelines.Accountability.subHeader.somExpression)
Accountability
Successful applicants will receive project funding pursuant to a Transfer Payment Agreement with the Ministry. Successful applicants will be required to enter into a legal agreement acceptable to the Ministry as well as meet certain other legal responsibilities, including maintaining all necessary insurance, in order to receive any funding. The successful applicant will be responsible for managing and executing the development and implementation of the project, including resource management and satisfaction of performance and financial obligations established by the Ministry. The Transfer Payment Agreement with the Ministry will set out the terms and conditions governing the payment of the grant, and will include:
•         A project budget;
•         Project management requirements, including a complete project plan and milestones;
•         Reporting obligations;
•         Method and schedule of payment;
•         Contract termination and corrective action in the event of default;
•         Other performance and accountability provisions identified by the Ministry and agreed upon with the successful applicant.
 Successful applicants will be expected to:
•         Be accountable to the Ministry for all funds and project components under the Transfer Payment Agreement;
•         Manage their project plan to meet financial and accountability reporting requirements and deliverables, as identified in the Transfer Payment Agreement;
•         Engage and manage relationships with any third-party service providers;
•         Be responsible for performance measurement under the Program, including ensuring data quality, establishing targets, and aggregating information collected from funding recipients;
•         Submit regular reporting that will be used by the Ministry to assess the progress of implementation, as well as compliance with relevant directives and requirements under the Transfer Payment Agreement;
•         Put in effect and maintain for the duration of their program, at their own expense, all necessary insurance for the initiative, including Commercial General Liability Insurance to an inclusive limit of not less than Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) per occurrence.  If the proposed program is approved for funding, applicants must provide the Ministry with a copy of their Certificate of Insurance as a condition of funding. Coverage under Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) may be considered based on prior approval by Ontario;
•         Agree to an independent audit of the project if required, including program revenues and expenditures;
•         Provide a copy of their latest financial statements (include audited financial statements if available) and those of significant partners in the program before the legal agreement is finalized;
•         Undergo a due diligence review at the Ministry’s expense if required, before the legal agreement is finalized.
It is anticipated that funding will be allocated in installments according to a specific payment schedule and milestones. Disbursement of funding installments will be dependent on Transfer Payment Recipients meeting all program and reporting requirements under the Transfer Payment Agreement. The Ministry may withhold up to 20 percent of the grant amount until project completion.
The Transfer Payment Agreement will include key performance indicators to be collected by the applicant.  Key performance indicators will include, but not be limited to:
•         Number of social enterprises supported by projects;
•         Amount of leveraged funding;
•         Number of new jobs created by supported social enterprises and intermediaries; and,
•         Number of partnerships and knowledge transfer opportunities established.
In their Proposals, applicants should also propose an evaluation framework, including additional indicators specific to their project, as outlined in the “Proposal and Assessment Criteria” section in the pages that follow.
Social Enterprise Demonstration Fund: Call for Proposals
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Social Enterprise Demonstration Fund: Call for Proposals
Application Process
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Application Process
Applications for the SEDF will follow the following process:
1.         Applicants will submit answers to the questions outlined in the “Application Questions” section of the Application Form (see Appendix One); a signed Acknowledgement and Certification; and a Proposal (see section below) to the Ministry, including all required attachments.
2.         The Ministry will review applications for completeness.
3.         Applicants will be notified in writing if their application is complete within two business days of receipt of the application.
4.         Applications will be assessed and graded relative to the assessment criteria outlined in the “Proposal and Assessment Criteria” section by Ministry staff.
5.         The Ministry will inform successful applicants within 60 business days of receiving the application.
6.         Successful applicants will negotiate and execute Transfer Payment Agreements with the Ministry.
Proposal and Assessment Criteria
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Proposal and Assessment Criteria
The Proposal is the primary application mechanism for the SEDF. Applicants are required to provide a project Proposal that includes the sections outlined below. The table below also outlines the assessment criteria and weighting that will be used to asses Proposals.
Section
Assessment Criteria
Weight
          1.         Project Description
         •                  A description of the proposed project including the project’s objectives, the project alignment with one of the three funding streams, and the project’s intended impact.
•         Outlines a clear and comprehensive approach to addressing the objectives of one of the three funding streams:
         •         Sustainability Stream
         •         Scale-Up Stream
         •         Social Finance Stream
•         Identifies a need or problem and proposes a well-defined solution.
•         Outlines the activities involved in the social enterprise funding selection process, including funding eligibility criteria.
•         Exhibits alignment between project objectives and the funding stream’s objectives.
•         Demonstrates a significant potential impact and achievable objectives.
20 points
          2.         Evidence Base and Rationale
         •                  A description of the evidence base that supports the approach outlined in the project proposal.
•         Describes the evidence base (e.g. academic or applied studies, reports, evidence from  other jurisdictions, evidence from the other programs delivered or supported by the applicant, etc.) that supports the approach outlined in the project description.
•         Evidence base supports the applicant’s assessment of the project’s potential impact.
15 points
          3.         Project Plan and Budget
         •                  A detailed project plan, including activities, milestones, accountabilities, and timelines to achieve the proposal. Please see below for Project Plan and Budget sample tables.
         •                  A detailed budget.
•         Outlines a viable plan to meet the objectives of one of the funding streams within the parameters of the Program Guidelines, including identification of roles and responsibilities.
•         Activities, milestones, and timelines are practical and feasible given the resources allocated to the project.
•         Project plan includes an approach to obtain leveraged funding on a 1:1 ratio, including supporting evidence or documentation where appropriate (i.e. letters of support, which can be appended and referenced in the Proposal).
•         Accessibility is considered in the deliverables of the proposed project, such that it can accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities (i.e., consider providing materials in a range of accessible formats which may include, but are not limited to: html, accessible Word and PDF files, open captioning,          ASL/LSQ, described video, Braille, audio and large print; ensure that the proposed programming and/or services take place in accessible facilities if appropriate).
•         Project plan identifies risks to project success and strategies to mitigate the risks identified.
•         Budget items align with the project description and deliverables.
•         Sufficient information is provided to evaluate whether costing is realistic.
•         Proposed expenses are reasonable.
20 points
          4.         Sustainability Plan
         •                  An approach for sustaining the activities of the project, or the impact of those activities, once the SEDF funding ends.
•         Outlines a realistic plan for ensuring that either the project will continue to operate once the SEDF funding ends, or the impact of the project will be sustained.
5 points
          5.         Approach for Selecting Social Enterprises
         •                  A process for identifying and engaging with social enterprises to ensure that supported social enterprises are adequately prepared to benefit from support and capital.
•         Proposed process is fair and transparent while meeting stream objectives.
•         Proposed process includes actions that will ensure that supported social enterprises:
         •         Have a need for funding;
         •         Will use funding to grow or maintain their business and create jobs;
         •         Have a feasible approach to creating the economic and social/environmental/cultural impact anticipated through their enterprise, and to measuring that impact;
         •         Have the organizational capacity and infrastructure needed to further their enterprise;
         •         Are financially viable with appropriate fiscal management systems to ensure accountability of public funds; and
         •         Operate under appropriate governance and management structure.
•         Proposed process includes proactive and realistic outreach and communication strategies. 
5 points
          6.         Organizational Capacity
         •                  Evidence of the applicant’s organizational ability and capacity to deliver a successful project. 
•         Demonstrates that the applicant has a proven track record of activities necessary for the project’s success, including providing flow-through funding to social enterprises.
•         Demonstrates that the applicant has a proven track record of obtaining leveraged funding.
•         Demonstrates a proven track record of success delivering effective projects with comparable scope.
•         Demonstrates ability to deliver projects on time and within budget.
•         Provides evidence of the organization’s financial viability and the appropriate fiscal management systems to ensure accountability of public funds, including appropriate board experience and management structure.
20 points
          7.         Evaluation Approach
         •                  An evaluation plan for measuring impact that includes a logic model.
         •                  Logic model identifies project activities, outputs, outcomes and performance measures and targets, including but not limited to the Key Performance Indicators identified in the Guidelines, along with a method for measuring these.
         •                  A reporting schedule.
•         Outlines an evaluation approach that accounts for impact measurement and causal linkages between project inputs and desired outcomes.
•         Evaluation approach explains the process of gathering and analyzing quantitative and qualitative information.
15 points
Please ensure that each section above is addressed directly and adequately in your Proposal. Be sure to address all the specific requirements outlined in the SEDF Program Guidelines.  Provide reasons and supporting data where applicable to support your application, and demonstrate how your proposed program addresses the objectives of the identified streams.
Project Plan Sample Table
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Project Plan Sample Table
To support proposal review and assessment, milestones, timelines and performance indicators should be presented in a format similar to the following:
Project and Organization Name
Milestone
Activities
Start Date
End Date
Performance Indicator
Budget Plan Sample Tables
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Budget Plan Sample Tables
To support proposal review and assessment, project expenses and funding should be presented in a format similar to the following:
Project Expenses
Budget Plan
Budget Plan
Budget Plan
Overhead/Administration
Cash
In-Kind
Subtotal of Overhead/Administration
Capacity Building Activities
Cash
In-Kind
Subtotal of Capacity Building Activities
Flow-through Capital to Social Enterprises
Cash
In-Kind
Subtotal of Flow-Through Capital to Social Enterprises
Total Expenses
Total
Project Funding
Budget Plan
Budget Plan
Budget Plan
Leveraged Funding
Cash
In-Kind
Subtotal of Leveraged Funding
Subtotal of Funding requested from the Province
Total Funding
Total Project Cost
In addition to a project Proposal that clearly addresses sections one to seven outlined above, the following supplementary information should be appended to your submission:
•         Answers to the questions outlined in the Application Form (see Appendix One);
•         Signed Acknowledgement and Certification as per the “Application Questions” section of the Application Form (see Appendix One);
•         Articles of Incorporation for applicant (if appropriate);
•         Most recent Annual Report and Audited Financial Statements of applicant organization if those are available;
•         Biographies of key personnel and Board members of applicant organization; and
•         Any letters of support from relevant organizations within the applicant organization’s community or other partners, including letters of commitment for leveraged funding.
The Proposal should:
•         Be no longer than 15 pages including any graphs, charts or maps, but excluding the supplementary information above (Answers to the Application Questions on page 16, signed Acknowledgement and Certification, Articles of Incorporation, Annual Report and Audited Statements, biographies of key personnel and Board members, letter of support);
•         Be clear and concise, using plain English wherever possible;
•         Use bullet points, summary tables and graphs/schematics where appropriate;
•         Be printable on 8.5” x 11” white paper;
•         Be single-spaced;
•         Have font size that is no smaller than 12pt; and
•         Have numbered pages.
The Ministry will assess all proposals against the set program criteria using a proposal review process. The assessment process may consider the extent to which the group of recommended applications addresses Ontario’s geographic and population diversity. Consideration may also be given to the extent to which recommended applications meet the needs of the sector as articulated through the objectives of the funding streams. The Ministry reserves the right to issue a call for proposals at a later date.
Application Instructions
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Application Instructions
Format
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Format
Applications must be submitted by email to social.enterprise@ontario.ca:
•         Electronic submissions should be in a common file format (e.g. Word or PDF format) and cannot exceed 5MB.
•         Electronic submissions should be provided as a single electronic file whenever possible.  Submissions with multiple files should name the files in sequential numerical order.
Submission Deadline and Timelines
0,0,0
normal
runScript
xfa.form.form1.variables.oUtility.goBookMark(xfa.form.form1.page1.body.DemFundProposal.ApplicationInstructions.Deadline.subHeader.somExpression)
Submission Deadline and Timelines
Electronic copies of all complete applications must be received by the Ministry no later than 11:59 p.m. on November 13th, 2017. Late applications will not be accepted.
Funding decisions will be made as per the following timelines: 
Activity
Date
Call for Proposals posted
October 2, 2017 
Proposals due
November 13, 2017
Applicants notified that their applications were received; Ministry available for questions
November 17, 2017
Applicants notified of decisions regarding successful applications
February 9, 2018 
Complete Applications
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Complete Applications
A complete application consists of the following:
•         All Application Questions outlined in the Application Form are completed as instructed;
•         The Application Form is signed by the applicant’s signing authority(s);
•         A Proposal as outlined in the “Proposal and Assessment Criteria” section of these Guidelines; and
•         All required attachments as outlined in the “Proposal and Assessment Criteria” section of these Guidelines.
Incomplete applications will not be considered.
Conditions of Application
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Conditions of Application
Confidentiality
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Confidentiality
Please note that the Ministry is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The Act provides every person with a right of access to information in the custody or under the control of the Ministry, subject to a limited set of exemptions. Section 17 of the Act provides a limited exemption for third party information that reveals a trade secret or scientific, commercial, technical, financial or labour relations information supplied in confidence where disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to result in certain harms.
Any trade secret or any scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour relations information submitted to the Ministry in confidence should be clearly marked. The Ministry will provide notice before granting access to a record that might contain information referred to in Section 17 so that the affected party may make representations to the Ministry concerning disclosure.
The applicant is advised that the names and addresses of grant recipients, the amount of grant awards, and the purpose for which grants are awarded is information the Ministry makes available to the public.
Additionally, the Ministry may share application information with other government ministries, their advisors and/or agencies.
Conflict of Interest
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Conflict of Interest
Successful applicants shall carry out the program and use the funds received from the Ministry pursuant to the Social Enterprise Demonstration Fund (Funds) without an actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest. A conflict of interest includes any circumstances where:
a)         the applicant; or
b)         any person who has the capacity to influence the applicant’s decisions,
c)         has outside commitments, relationships or financial interests that could, or could be seen to, interfere with the applicant’s objective, unbiased and impartial judgment relating to the program and the use of the Funds.
As a condition of consideration for funding, applicants shall:
a)         Disclose to the Ministry, without delay, any situation that a reasonable person would interpret as either an actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest; and
b)         Comply with any terms and conditions that the Ministry may prescribe as a result of the disclosure.
Other Terms and Conditions
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Other Terms and Conditions
1)         This program is a discretionary and non-entitlement program. As such, notwithstanding that the applicant has submitted a complete application and met all program criteria, there is no guarantee that the applicant will be awarded funding. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the applicant acknowledges that if an applicant submits a Proposal, the Ministry is under no obligation to approve funding.
2)         All applications must be complete and signed by a designate with the authority to bind the institution in a legal agreement. An application that does not follow the prescribed format, or is incomplete, will not be evaluated. Additional materials other than those requested will not be accepted or considered to be part of the application.
3)         The Ministry reserves the right to ask applicants with similar or complementary SEDF projects to consider collaborating in broader partnerships subject to project timelines and funding availability.
4)         Applicants should not take any action, or incur any costs related to the project, that is predicated on receiving SEDF funding from the Ministry until an application is approved and all parties have entered into a legal agreement.
5)         All applicants must demonstrate capacity to develop materials and programming that accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities in accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA) and its Regulations.
6)         Programs, services and resources must be in accordance with the French Language Services Act.
7)         The Ministry reserves the right to impose whatever conditions it deems advisable in the acceptance of an application.
8)         The Ministry, in its sole and absolute discretion, may determine whether to provide funding, the amount of any funding, and the purpose for which the funding will be used.
9)         The Ministry reserves the right to hold another call for proposals should it be required in order to meet the objectives of the Fund.
Appendix One: Application Form
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Appendix One: Application Form
Instructions
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Instructions
1.         Please prepare a separate document that provides responses to the Application Questions below.
2.         Submit a scanned, signed Acknowledgement and Certification (pages 17 and 18), which must be signed by an Authorized Signing Officer for the Lead Organization.
Before filling out the application, please read the entire SEDF Program Guidelines and Call for Proposals. 
Application Questions
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Application Questions
In a separate document, please answer the following questions and submit the answers along with your Project Proposal.
1.         Please identify the following summary information regarding the proposal:
a.         The funding stream you are applying for: Financial Sustainability Stream; Scale-Up Stream; or Social Finance Stream.  Note that you can only apply to one stream per application.
b.         The location or region in which the project will be delivered.
c.         The start and end date for the project.
d.         The flow through mechanism, e.g. form of funding (grant, loan, other), eligible enterprises (if applicable).
2.         Please provide the following information regarding your organization:
a.         Organization Operating Name
b.         Organization Legal Name
c.         Web Site URL
d.         Type of Legal Entity
e.         Year Established
f.         Date Incorporated
g.         Corporation Registration Number
h.         Business Number
i.         Organization Mandate (no more than 400 words)
j.         Primary Address, including street address, suite number, City, Province, and Postal Code
k.         Mailing address (if different from primary address)
l.         Name, Title, Phone Number and Email Address of Primary Contact
Acknowledgement and Certification
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Acknowledgement and Certification
Please submit a scanned, signed Acknowledgement and Certification, which must be signed by an Authorized Signing Officer for the organization.
Acknowledgement
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Acknowledgement
In submitting this application, we acknowledge understanding of the following:
•         It is recognized that in many cases, the person completing the grant application is not a signing authority. It is the responsibility of the grant contact to ensure they have documented proof of approval from the signing authority/authorities to request grant funds. This documentation needs to be kept and produced if requested by the Ministry.
•         The Applicant has read and understands the information contained in the Application Form and Guidelines.
•         The Applicant is aware that the information contained herein can be used for the assessment of grant eligibility and for statistical reporting.
•         The names and addresses of grant recipients, the amount of grant awards, and the purpose for which grants are awarded is information the Ministry makes available to the public.
•         The information provided in this application is true, correct and complete in every respect. If the Ministry discovers that this application contains a material misrepresentation, this application shall be deemed to be withdrawn immediately by the Applicant.
•         Additional materials other than those requested will not be accepted or reviewed by the Ministry.
•         The Ministry reserves the right to ask applicants with similar or complementary SEDF projects to consider collaborating in broader partnerships subject to project timelines and funding availability.
•         The Applicant understands any funding commitment will be provided by way of an approval letter signed by the Minister of Economic Development and Growth and will be subject to any conditions included in such a letter. Conditions of funding will include the requirement for the funding recipient to enter into a funding agreement satisfactory to the Ministry, outlining the terms and conditions governing the grant.  The said funding agreement will, among other things, obligate the funding recipient to report to the Ministry on how the funding was spent.
•         Applicants should not take any action, or incur any costs related to the project, that is predicated on receiving SEDF funding until an application is approved and all parties have entered into a funding agreement acceptable to the Ministry.
•         The Ministry reserves the right to impose whatever conditions it deems advisable in the acceptance of an application.
•         The Applicant is currently in substantial compliance with all applicable laws.
•         The Applicant is not in default of the terms and conditions of any grant, loan or transfer payment agreement with any ministry or agency of the Government of Ontario.
•         The Ministry is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The Act provides every person with a right of access to information in the custody or under the control of the Ministry, subject to a limited set of exemptions. Section 17 of the Act provides a limited exemption for third party information that reveals a trade secret or scientific, commercial, technical, financial or labour relations information supplied in confidence where disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to result in certain harms.
•         Any trade secret or any scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour relations information submitted to the Ministry in confidence should be clearly marked. The Ministry will provide notice before granting access to a record that might contain information referred to in Section 17 so that the affected party may make representations to the Ministry concerning disclosure.
•         The SEDF program is a discretionary and non-entitlement fund with a limited budget. Therefore, notwithstanding any other statement or provision in these Guidelines, even if an application meets all stated criteria there is no guarantee that funding will be awarded as there may be other applicants that more effectively meet the objectives. The Ministry reserves the right to take into consideration regional location and diversity of projects to ensure an equitable distribution across the Province.
Certification
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Certification
I, the undersigned, acknowledge that I have the authority to bind the organization in a legal agreement.
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